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The Life of General Hugh Mercer, with brief sketches of Gen. 
George Washington, John Paul Jones and others. By Judge John 
T. Goolrick. Illustrated. N. Y. and Washington. The Neale 
Publishing Co., 1906. 

This is a valuable contribution to the Revolutionary period. Hugh 
Mercer, though one of the first generals to lay down his life for the 
patriotic cause, and though he lived hardly long enough to make the 
great name for himself that he, no doubt, would have done, was a 
superior general, as evidenced by the trust reposed in him by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Up to the appearance of this volume little was known 
of him except that he was killed on Princeton field, and with most 
people, dying as he did so early in the struggle, he is seldom thought 
of in connection with the great struggle for independence. 

Briefly his life may be summed up as follows : A graduate of medi- 
cine from Marschall College; a soldier on the ill-fated field of CuUoden; 
an exile from his native land on account of his loyalty to its native 
princes (the Stuarts); a country doctor on the Pennsylvania frontier, 
serving and ministering to the wants of the suffering; a soldier in the 
French and Indian war, narrowly escaping with his life when wounded 
and pursued by the savage foe, and barely reaching civilization alive; 
practicing his profession in his adopted home, Fredericksburg, Va.; the 
intimate friend of Washington, and one of his trusted generals, and a 
martyr to the cause of American freedom. As a Scotsman he was loyal 
to his rightful king, as an American citizen loyal to the cause of liberty; 
as a soldier, alert and brave, even to the point of daring; as a doctor 
gentle and patient; as a friend, faithful and true: as a husband and father, 
tender, affectionate and considerate; as a mason, consistant to the card- 
inal doctrines of the craft; as a churchman, devout and sincere; in a 
word, he was a man. 

The booV: also contains short sketches of his friends, Washington, 
Monroe, John Paul Jones, Gen. George Weedon, and Mary, the mother 
of Washington, together with a brief account of the Fredericksburg 
lodge. At the end is also a shoit gene^ilogy of the Mercer family, the 
first that has been published, and as such will be of interest. Like all 
first genealogies, a number of minor mistakes are noted, but they are of 
no consequence and will be corrected in the next edition. The most 
essential thing lacking from a genealogical standpoint is an index. 
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However, as this was not intended as a genealogy, that part of the 
volume being an afterthought of the author (it was compiled by a mem- 
ber of the family and inserted at their request), this fault can be over- 
looked. However, the tables are not lengthy and it takes but a short 
time to run through them. The Mercers intermarried with the Gor- 
dons, Pattens, Chews, Forbes, Crutchfields, Cookes, Herndons, Wallers 
and other Virginia families. 

This book is attractively bound, clear print, good paper, with many 
handsome illustrations, and should be owned by every member of the 
Mercer family. 

John W. Herkdon. 

RooTES OF RosEWALL. An account of Major Philip Rootes, of "Rose- 
wall," King and Queen county, Virginia, and of some of his de- 
scendants. By William Clayton Torrence. 

Phillip Rootes was a wealthy planter and merchant who died in 1756. 
This is a carefully prepared, handsomely printed and well illustrated 
accourit of most of his descendants, including the family names of 
Washington, Smith, Thompson, Grymes, Thornton, Wedderburti, 
Dixon, Drake, Eason, Gray, Clayton, Torrence, Jackson, Cobb and 
many others. 

The illustrations include the family arms from old seals and book 
plates, portraits, &c The author is bibliographer of the Virginia State 
Library. 

The Founders of Anke Arundel and Howard Counties, Md., 
&c. By J. A. Warfield, M. D., Baltimorie, 1905, pp. 543, Ivi (index). 
Illustrated. 

While this book is chiefly of interest to Marylanders it Contains much 
very interesting information in regard to the great Puritan emigra- 
tion from Virginia to Maryland, 1645-55. The details given in regard 
to the removal of so many individuals and families, chiefly of Puritan 
tendencies, from Virginia to the younger colony, is a decided addition 
to our early history. 



